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“I am ~ just a little ~ 

Pencil ~ in God’s Hand!”

                                         by Mother Teresa

Dear Parents,








         August 12, 2010
Welcome to Third Grade! The purpose of this packet is to provide you with important information so that, together, we can provide your child with a successful year. This packet also outlines many expectations that I have for your child.

Subject Areas
Religion:
The students will attend Mass on Tuesday and Thursday each week. In addition to our consumable Religion textbook, we use the Bible in class to research Bible Questions, as well as study for Bible Question tests. Throughout the year, the students will be responsible for learning/reviewing the following prayers:

· Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, Apostles Creed, Grace

· Act of Contrition, Consecration to Mary

· Main topics for the year include: The Catholic faith, Vocation and Healing, Bible Stories from the Old Testament and from the New Testament,  Responding to God’s call as a child of God, reciting the Rosary, Devotions, and other topics as well.
· Confession is also a major objective in the third grade. Students will concentrate on the steps of Confession, memorizing the Act of Contrition, and the examination of conscience. Students will also be encouraged to go to Confession as a family before the one-year mark of their First Confession.

· It is important to have a Catholic Bible at home.  We will be using The New American Bible.
Reading:
The following materials will be used to enhance your child’s reading abilities: Open Court text and Spelling/Vocabulary curriculum, literature recommended for various reading levels, and Accelerated Reading tests. We will concentrate on one story per week in our Open Court texts. Each Friday the students will receive their spelling list for the week. This list is composed of spelling and vocabulary words important to the story at hand. Students are responsible for taking their book home, reading the story to a parent, and having a parent sign the form in the front of their text.  It is so important to sit and listen to your child read in a quiet place when you can give full attention to them.  Oral reading enhances comprehension; therefore, your child will grow to be a stronger reader when full attention is given to listening and responding to his/her reading out loud.
· Main topics for the year include: Predicting, Making inferences, Summarizing, Classifying, Categorizing, Making connections, Visualizing, Asking questions, Main ideas, Supporting details, Cause and Effect, and Sequencing

· Vocabulary words will be written in reading spirals on Friday for the following week.  Vocabulary tests will be taken on Thursday, and the comprehension test will be taken on Friday.

Accelerated Reading: We will take into account the two test your child completed for their AR reading this summer. A grade will be given to them according to how well they did, if your child didn’t do very well on their test he/she will be given the month of August to improve their scores.
Two books should be read and tested each month. Students must pass each test with an 80% or higher. If lower than 80%, students should read another story and take another test by the end of the month. The two highest grades for each month are taken as a Reading grade, which will be averaged in for the quarterly grade. Students have the ability to check their own Accelerated Reading grades in the classroom or during library time.

Spelling:

Spelling lists will be given out on Friday. Your child will tape this list in his/her Spelling notebook. For homework each week, the students will practice writing their words four times each on loose-leaf paper and this is due on Wednesday. Spelling workbook pages will be assigned to enhance the patterns and rules associated with the word list. Each student will keep a personal spelling dictionary in their desks to use as a resource during all other subjects. 

A Spelling bubble test will be taken on Thursday, and the written Spelling test will be taken on Friday.

English:

English assignments will be completed on loose-leaf paper or in the workbook. Students will mark out sections in the workbook that do not have to be completed. Students will complete a review handout at the end of each unit and this will be graded the day before the unit test. 

· Main skills taught for the year include: basic sentence structure, nouns, verbs, punctuation, adjectives, adverbs, and pronouns.

Math:

Addition and subtraction facts will be given at the beginning of the year. Flash cards and drills at home are recommended each evening for at least five to ten minutes. The students will be responsible for knowing all math facts after they have been introduced or reviewed (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division). 

· Major concepts for third graders include: carrying numbers with addition and subtraction, borrowing numbers, rounding and estimating, fractions, multiplication, division, telling time, and money.

Accelerated Math:

Accelerated Math will be taught in class.  Assistance is required from volunteers in order to implement Accelerated Math.  Please let me know if you are interested in volunteering.  No grades will be taken for daily work or “practice papers”. When your child completes a practice assignment, he/she will bring it home for you to review. 
Handwriting: I will also be giving your child a weekly dictation test and taking a handwriting grade on this test along with other classroom assignments.
All work is to be done neatly! If work has been turned in that is not neat, it may be returned to the student to be written legibly. All work is subject to a handwriting grade. We practice our handwriting skills in class with the use of our Zaner-Bloser workbooks. Beginning in January, the students will complete all of their work in cursive handwriting.  Handwriting grades are usually taken from Spelling Lists and Spelling Written Tests but can also be taken from any assignments.
Grading Scale:  96-100/G+ - Student work is exceptional and minor work is needed to improve.

91-95/G – Student work is very good with some changes that need to be made.

86-90/G- - Student work is good and penmanship needs improvement.

81-85/S+ - Student work is average and penmanship needs improvement and additional practice.

76-80/S – Student work is below average and additional practice is needed.

71-75/S- - Student work is poor and penmanship is difficult to read.

70-below – Student work is not legible.
Science:

Grades will be taken from your child’s Science notebook, projects, workbook pages, and tests. An animal research project will consist of students using resources from the school library to locate information. These researching skills will be taught at school but may require additional help from you at home.

· Main concepts taught this year include: Plants and animals, Earth’s land, investigating matter, and exploring energy and forces just to name a few.
Social Studies:

Grades will be taken from your child’s Social Studies notebook, projects, workbook pages, tests, and from the Maps, Globes, and Graphs book. The students will also research Christmas traditions in December. A written report will be assigned, and students will give oral presentations to the class. 

· Main topics for the year include: Mapping, What is a community?  Where people start communities, Communities grow and change, People working together, Living together in a community/state/nation, and the Many people of a community.

Agenda: Weekly spelling words will also be written inside their agenda…I will also try to post them on the website.
Your child will have an agenda and will write down daily assignments from the board.  Assignments will be written down throughout the day.  It is my goal that each student learns to take responsibility to write down assignments and take home the necessary books to complete them. I will assist them with this task in the first few weeks of school- after that, they must assume the responsibility. Please ask to see the agenda each evening.  
Classroom notes

Weekly Folder:

Every Tuesday, your child will bring home their Weekly Folder. It will contain his/her weekly conduct grade, grades for each subject, and graded papers from the previous week. Your signature on the folder tells me that you have reviewed the papers and the grades with your child.  Please check the  website and powerschool. I usually update grades every Friday afternoon or as soon as possible.
Note:  Please note that the Reading Vocabulary test grade will be written on the folder, but the test will not be sent home until the following week.  The test is on the back of the previous written test.  

Also, some grades will come from your child’s notebooks for each subject. 

Art: 

I will be teaching Art to both 3P and 3D, and Mrs. Prickett will be teaching Computer to both 3P and 3D.  
Volunteering in the Classroom:
Please consider volunteering to help with Accelerated Math, being a Guest Reader, helping with parties, helping with the Festival Project, and other things as they arise.
***Please note:  All volunteers MUST have a profile form on file with the office before coming into the classroom to help for any reason!
Snacks:
Always eat a healthy breakfast.  (Reminder that we eat lunch at 11:05.)
Healthy snacks:  pretzels, cereal, fruit slices or fruit cups, popcorn

Please note:  No snacks with tree nuts! Your child may bring in a small water bottle to keep in their cubbies. Please remember to put their names on the bottle.
Homework:

There will be approximately 30 minutes of HW each night. Some evenings will take longer due to studying for a test or working on a report. I will try to keep homework posted and updated on the website…
Thursday – Study for the Spelling and Reading comprehension tests for Friday
** These and other assignments will be written in our Agendas! Please initial or sign your child’s agenda every night….help your child realize that all work is important and needs to be completed neatly. No ink pens!
How to reach me:

The best way to reach us is by email:  prickettj@holyrosary.edu or pillond@holyrosary.edu 
Field Trips:

Already Scheduled:

Nashville Children’s Theatre Seussical – Tuesday, November 16th
Nashville Children’s Theatre Robin Goodfellow – Wednesday, April 27th 

Possible & In the Works:

Frist Museum 
Adventure Science Center

Purity Dairy

Birthday Celebrations: Ice cream can only be purchased on Fridays!
Out of Uniform:  Your child may come out of uniform on his/her birthday but must follow dress codes as stated in the handbook.
Treats: You are welcome to send birthday treats for the whole class to celebrate your child’s birthday (think healthy). We will try to celebrate birthdays during our snack time.  However, if you choose to purchase ice cream from the cafeteria for the whole class, just let me know a day in advance so I can let the cafeteria how many to plan for.  Please feel free to have lunch with your child on that special day!  Note:  Please remember no snacks with tree nuts.
Profile Forms:

Any person who wishes to volunteer time inside Holy Rosary Academy (with the children) must have an up-to-date profile form. An up-to-date form must be submitted, or resubmitted every twelve months.  If you are unsure of your status, please check in with the office. This is a diocesan policy!

I am looking forward to working with your child this year. While Third Grade may appear at first to be overwhelming, I am confident that it will be a successful and rewarding year.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Julie Prickett

Mrs. Deborah Pillon
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